
THREE QUEENS: Here are fhe three "Rose Queens" of the three Long Island colleges. Left to right are 
Doris Flood of Hollis, representing Hofstra College; Susan Vilendrer of Jackson Heights. Adelphi College, 
ara Evelyn Sickles of St. Albans, Queens College. One of them will be crowned Queen of the Rose Festival 
to be held in the Queens Botanical Gardens in Flushing Meadow Park. Sunday, June 12, at 3 P. M. 







Rose Festival 


Calendar of Flowers 


Beauty and the rose will compete for hon¬ 
ors 3 P.M. Sunday, June 12, at the Queens 
Botanical Gardens when the second annual 
rose festival will be staged by the botanical 
society. 

Park Commissioner 
Robert Moses is to be COMING EVENTS 

the principal speaker. FESTIVAL—Queens, Hofstra 

A highlight of the and Adelphi Colleges have selected 
eere>«mn,i<»s which ■ last..^ ^c,fm.didate;S^ fo_r_the Rose Queen. She 
year attracted more than 
4,000 visitors to the 
gardens, will be the 
coronation of the Rose 
Queen. 

Borough President 
Burke, one of the in¬ 
vited guests, has pro¬ 
claimed the week of 
June 12 Rose Week, urging home owners of 
the borough to attend the ceremonies and 
“support the society in its excellent work.” 


wilt be crowned with h' garlaticT of 
roses at the festival in the gardens, 
June 12. 

WATER LILY DAY—Tropical wa¬ 
ter lilies will be planted in the pools 
again and a special water lily program 
is being arranged for Julv 17 from 3 
to S P.M. 


The Rose Queen candidates, chosen for 
their personality and charm by their class¬ 
mates, will be Evelyn Sickles of St. Albans, 
representing Queens College; Susan D. Vil- 
endrer of Jackson Heights, competing for 
Adelphi College, and Doris Flood of Hollis, 
representing Hofstra College. 

Also aspiring for acclaim will be the re¬ 
vamped and expanded rose gardens contain¬ 
ing many new varieties. They are expected 
to be in full bloom when the festival opens. 

Participating in the' Rose Festival cere¬ 
monies will be Charles G. Meyer, president 
of the Queens Botanical Garden Society; 
Borough Works Commissioner Maurice A. 
FitzGerald, and William Sleeper, borough 
director of the park department. Superin¬ 
tendent of Schools William Jansen and Ar¬ 
thur Hodgkiss, executive director of the park 
department, also have been invited. 

The Police Department Band will enter¬ 
tain. 


Roses at the Queens Botanical Gardens 
will continue to be in bloom this month, as 
well as July and August, and the water 
lilies should be at their best the end of July 
and during August. 

Perennials showing 
off will include day lilies 
(hemerocallis), plantain 
(hosta), hollyhocks and 
mallows. Mallows of 
exquisite shades will be 
blooming continually be¬ 
ginning late July. 

In the herb family, 
germander will bloom 
during the summer. 

Fragrant spicebrush 
(benzoin aestivale), 
hardy willowleaf coton- 
easter (cotoneaster salcifolio floccosa), the 
rare viburnum shrub specimens will be in¬ 
teresting after their blooming period this 
month, when they will form their berries 
and take on color. Summersweet (clethra 
alnifolia), buttonbush (cephalanthus) and 
clerodendron are other shrubs which will be 
worth inspecting at the Gardens during the 
next two months. 

The Goldenrain tree (koelreuteria pani- 
culata) will be laden with blossoms, as will 
the Japanese pagoda tree (saphora Japonica). 
So come one, come all to the Queens Bo¬ 
tanical Gardens! 
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A Capsule History of the Society 


Like a great many public institutions, the 
Queens Botanical Gardens had its origin in 
a -hit of wisliful thinking that tinkled off an 
editorial writers’ tyipewriter in 1937. This 
W'ishful thinking echoed in the columns of 
The Long Island Daily Press and The Long- 
Island Star-Journal until it became part of 
their Gommunity program. 

Then came the W'or.ld Pair in 1939 and 
more than $175,000 was invested by the ex¬ 
hibition corporation in “Gardens on Parade” 
at Flushing Meadow Park. 

In 1939 a release from the World Fair 
publicity office reported that “within the 
year” a botanical garden would be developed 
by the Second District, New York Feder¬ 
ated Garden Clubs, with the “Gardens on 
Parade” plantings as a nucleus. There was 
some doubt that it would be located in 
Flushing Meadow Park, but Flushing was 
favored as a location for the project. 

World War II brought the Victory Gar¬ 
dens movement, led by Otto H. Langhans, 
and 180,000 backyard farmers were enrolled 
in Queens, a record for the nation. 

Before the war was over, The Press and 
the Star-Journal called upon the city to 
make reservations in Flushing Meadow Park 
for a botanical garden, a children’s zoo and 


In 1944 Park Commissioner Robert Moses 
at a conference in the office of Borough 
President Burke, told a representative of 
The Press and The Star-Journal that his 
blueprints for the development of Flushing 
Meadow Park called for retention of “Gar¬ 
dens on Parade.” 

Mr. f Lairglians, - supported by garden — 
groups, organized the Queens Botanical 
Gardens Society and enlisted the help of 
Charles G. Meyer, a commissioner of the 
Trilborough Bridge Authority. 

The society was incorporated on Sept. 17, 
1946, with Mr. Meyer as president, and Mr. 
Langhans as chainn.an of the board of di¬ 
rectors. The support of the Queens Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce was pledged by James A. 
Lundy, then president. 

A lease for “Gardens on Parade” was 
worked out on March 1, 1948, with Park 
Commissioner Moses, and the society has 
since devoted its energies to developing 
“Gardens on Parade” into the Queens Bo¬ 
tanical Gardens. In this it has had the 
enthusiastic help of Borough President 
Burke and (Borough Works Commissioner 
Maurice A. FitzGerald. 

The agreement with the Park Department 
runs until Dec. 31, 1950. 




Patrons and Projects 


Patron membership of the Queens Bo¬ 
tanical Garden Society is growing “at an 
encouraging rate,” according to Charles G. 
Meyer, president. 

“Outstanding citizens of the borough have 
joined our ranks in recent months,” he said, 
“and we hope many more will do so.” 

Beside Mr. Meyer individual patrons in¬ 
clude Thomas F. Kearns of Malba, John E. 
Nachman, Jamaica businessman, and Mal¬ 
colm T. Payne of Long Island City. 

Organizations which have subscribed to 
the fioo annual membership include the 
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, Samuel I. 
Newhouse Foundation, Inc., General Steel 
Products Corporation, B. Gertz, Inc., Cush¬ 
man’s Sons, Inc., Cornell Iron Supply Works, 
Inc., Delhan Construction Company, Inc., 
Flushing Steel Products Corporation, Lunco, 
Inc., T. & T. Contracting Company and 
Charles F. Vachris, Inc. 

Plans for rehabilitation and expansion of 
the Queens Botanical Gardens in Flushing 
Meadow Park are in “full swing,” Meyer 
said. 

“We are indebted to Bobbink and Atkins,” 
Meyer explained, “for revamping their old 
World Fair planting of broadleaf evergreens. 

“They have not only replaced materials 
but planted azaleas and shrubs, all of a kind 
that is suitable for use in tbe backyard gar¬ 
dens of our borough. All materials used are 
within the. means of the average home 
owner and laid out in a manner which he 
can emulate in his own garden.” 

Mr. Kearns and employes of the General 
Steel Products Company, whose plant ad¬ 
joins the east boundary of the Gardens, are 
planning to restore the Rock Garden to its 
original state. 

The Rock Garden features a natural for¬ 
mation of stratified limestone. Slowly run¬ 
ning water will find its course over ledges 
and overhanging rocks into the pool below. 


veiling the rock with a waterfall through 
which mosses and ferns will be discernible. 

A background of rhododendrons, kalmias, 
hemlocks, birches and pines will provide a 
framework to blend harmoniously with the 
surrounding landscape. 

Plans are under way to illustrate flower 
plantings in small backyard gardens. The 
Stumpp and Walter Company have agreed 
to plant perennials and annuals to show what 
the average home owner can do in his own 
garden. Only plants that will thrive in 
Queens will be employed. 

Paying tribute to the Jackson and Perkins 
Company for replanting and improving their 
rose garden at the Botanical Gardens, Meyer 
said: 

“Their enthusiastic cooperation is some¬ 
thing for which we in the Society are most 
grateful. In fact, all the people of Queens 
are the beneficiaries of their generosity.” 

There are more than 3,000 rose plants of 
over 100 varieties in the rose garden. 

The Queensborough Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, through the Park Association of New 
York City and the Park Department, con¬ 
tributed 20 flowering cherry trees, which 
were planted this spring along the eastern 
boundary of the Gardens. 

S. Scherer and Sons of Northport, will 
plant tropical water lilies in the pools this 
month. They did so last year, after the 
Gardens were opened under the auspices of 
the Society. 

To improve the view from the portion of 
the Gardens bordering the Flushing River, 
it is proposed to plant screening trees on the 
opposite shore. 

“The Gardens are very beautiful now,” 
said Meyer, “but the improvements we are 
gradually bringing about will make them 
even more beautiful and useful in showing 
our home owners what they themselves can 
do in their little gardens.” <^^^135 



